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Primary Responsibilities 

Vision and Values 

Accomplishments 

Planning and Development Division 

Metropolitan Planning Organization Funds 
Administrative Actions and Funds Collected 
Board or Commission Actions and Funds 

Licensing and Permitting Division 

Funds Collected 
Number of Licenses and Permits  

Building Inspection and Code Enforcement 

Number of Actions  
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Richmond County: 328 sq. miles 

OVERVIEW 
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Richmond County Population 1960-2010 
US Decennial Census 

POPULATION GROWTH BY DECADE 

+20% 

+12% 
+4.5% 

+5.3% +.39% 
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Richmond County Population 2010-2014 
US Census Annual Population Estimates 

+.02% 

+.68% 

-.34% +.05% 

POPULATION GROWTH SINCE 2010 

US Census 2014,  2015 will be released March 2016 
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2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
Richmond County Total 200,549              200,595              201,966      201,276      201,368      
Augusta-Richmond County Consolidated 195,844              195,913              197,270      196,614      196,741      
Hephzibah 4,011                  3,990                  4,004          3,978          3,949          
Blythe (Richmond County) 694                     692                     692             684             678             


Sheet2

		Data Source		2010		2011		2012		2013		2014		2015		2016		2017		2018		2019		2020		2021		2022		2023		2024		2025		2026		2027		2028		2029		2030		2035		2040		2045		2050

		Census Yearly Estimates (2014 Vintage)		200,549		200,595		201,966		201,276		201,368

		Georgia Office of Planning and Budget (OPB) (2015)		200,549						202,003		202,814		203,625

		OPB Projection												203,625		204,435		205,246		206,057		206,620		207,182		207,745		208,307		208,870		209,164		209,457		209,647		209,836		210,026		210,215		210,404		210,056		208,482		206,035		203,352

		ESRI Community Analyst (2015)		200,549										201,315										202,599												- 0		- 0		- 0		- 0

						0.02%		0.68%		-0.34%		0.05%		1.53%										1.75%										1.10%										0.45%

														3,076										3,558										2,275										947





				2010		2011		2012		2013		2014

		Richmond County Total		200,549		200,595		201,966		201,276		201,368

		Augusta-Richmond County Consolidated		195,844		195,913		197,270		196,614		196,741

		Hephzibah		4,011		3,990		4,004		3,978		3,949

		Blythe (Richmond County)		694		692		692		684		678





		Richmond County Density

				2010		2011		2012		2013		2014

		Population		200,549		200,595		201,966		201,276		201,368

		Land area in square miles		324		324		324		324		324

		Persons per square mile		618		618		623		621		621

		Persons per Acre		1.04		1.03		1.03		1.03		1.03

				Population		Land area in square miles		Persons per square mile		Persons per Acre

		2010		200,549		324		618		1.04

		2011		200,595		324		618		1.03

		2012		201,966		324		623		1.03

		2013		201,276		324		621		1.03

		2014		201,368		324		621		1.03

		Year		Richmond		% Increase

		1960		135,601

		1970		162,437		19.79%

		1980		181,629		11.82%

		1990		189,719		4.45%

		2000		199,775		5.30%

		2010		200,549		0.39%

						774



Census Yearly Estimates

Augusta-Richmond County Consolidated	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	195844	195913	197270	196614	196741	Richmond	1960	1970	1980	1990	2000	2010	135601	162437	181629	189719	199775	200549	

Projection



Richmond County Population Projections to 2030

Georgia Office of Planning and Budget (OPB)

Georgia Office of Planning and Budget (OPB) (2015)	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	2016	2017	2018	2019	2020	2021	2022	2023	2024	2025	2026	2027	2028	2029	2030	200549	202003	202813.8	203624.59999999998	OPB Projection	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	2016	2017	2018	2019	2020	2021	2022	2023	2024	2025	2026	2027	2028	2029	2030	203624.59999999998	204435.39999999997	205246.19999999995	206057	206619.6	207182.2	207744.80000000002	208307.40000000002	208870	209163.6	209457.2	209646.64	209836.08000000002	210025.52000000002	210214.96000000002	210404.4	Year

Total Population
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POPULATION DENSITY 

US Census Bureau, Population dot density by Census Block, 2010 

Year Population 
Land area in 
square miles 

Persons per 
square mile 

Persons per 
Acre 

2010 
                

200,549  324 
                   

618  0.966 

2011 

                     
 

200,595  324 
                   

618  0.966 

2012 

                     
 

201,966  324 
                   

623  0.973 

2013 

             
 

201,276  324 
                   

621  0.970 

2014 

                     
 

201,368  324 
                   

621  0.970 

One dot = 10 people 
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POPULATION GROWTH PROJECTIONS 
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Richmond County Population Projections to 2030 
Georgia Office of Planning and Budget (OPB) 

+1.53% 

+1.75% 

+1.10% 

+.45% 
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PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITIES 
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VISION + VALUES 

 
 Provide the community with a sense  
  of certainty and predictability. 

 
 Identify both the short-term and     
  long-range impacts of planning      
  decisions.  

 
 Identify the cumulative effects of    
  individual decisions on the physical,  
  economic and social environment.  

 
 Continual self-development to       
  improve our skills and effectiveness.  

 
 Partnerships are our approach.  

 
 Integrity is our standard.  

PLANNING  
• Establishes shared community vision  

• Defines other common goals and 
objectives  

•Provides our policy foundation  
•Creates a more predictable future for 

investment   

CODE 
ENFORCEMENT 
•Planning and 
permitting  

•Sets the stage for 
clear regulations 
and tools  

•Predictable 
permitting 
processes  

 
BUILDING INSPECTIONS 

•Inspections and planning:  
•Inspectors first-hand field knowledge 

informs planning 
•Electronic submittals 

•All inspectors certified 

LICENSE AND 
PERMITTING 
•Permitting and 
inspections:  

•Streamlined 
reviews  

•Consistency at 
counter and in 
field  
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

Licensing, Code Enforcement, Building Inspection: 

Alcohol Ordinance Amendments 

Demolition Partnership with Environmental Services Department  

Reorganized Business License Division 

Neighborhood Special Project Partnership 

Personal Care Home Ordinance Implementation 

 Implemented Customer Service Survey 

 Implemented Online Permitting 
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

Ordinance Updates: 
Personal Care Homes 

Bicycle Parking 

Compact Car Parking 

Free Standing Sign Ordinance in Professional/Commercial Zones  

Crematoriums and Hours of Operation 

Reduced Special Setback on a Portion of Pleasant Home Road 
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

Planning: 

Streamlined Historic Preservation COA application process 

Augusta Regional Transportation Study (ARTS) MPO: 

Transportation Vision 2040 Long Range Transportation Plan 

Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) 

Title VI Program - Environmental Justice 

12 
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

 
 

Administrative: 

Updated Department’s Website 

Secured Additional Funding from FHWA 

Customer Service Training for Department 

Sixteen (16) Staff Became Certified in the Following: 

 Certified Accessibility Inspector / Plans Examiner 

 Certified Residential Electrical Inspector 

 Certified GSWCC Level IB Inspector 

 Certified Residential Building Inspector 

 Certified Residential Electrical Inspector 

 Certified Residential Plumbing Inspector 
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http://www.itbusinessedge.com/slideshows/show.aspx?c=94680
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PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATIONS & TRAINING 
 Pipeline Emergency Response 

 Georgia Soil and Water Conservation 
 Course 

 Herpetology Course @ Doctors 
 Hospital 

 Department Safety Officer 

 Certified International Residential 
 Code Inspector 

 Americans with Disabilities Act 
 Training 

 Business Writing 

 Plan Review 

 Planning and Zoning 101 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 GIS Augusta Maps 

 Defensive Driving 

 Administration Course 

 Supervisor Training 

 Communication for Women 

 Team Building 

 Erosion and Sedimentation 

 Beginning Excel 

 Georgia Association Code 
 Enforcement: Hoarding and Mobile 
 Homes 

 Forensic Investigation of Elder 
 Abuse/At Risk Adult Crime Tactic 

 Substance Abuse 
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PLANNING 
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Provide Technical and Advisory Support to: 

Augusta Commission 

Augusta Planning Commission 

Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) 

Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) 

Tree Commission 

Riverfront Review Board 

Construction Advisory Board 

Public Services Committee 

Metropolitan Planning Organization (ARTS) 

Columbia  Richmond  Aiken  Edgefield  

 

PLANNING BOARDS 

16 
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PLANNING BOARDS – ARTS/MPO 

17 

MPO POLICY COMMITTEE 
Elected and Appointed Officials 

State and Local 

TECHNICAL COORDINATING 
COMMITTEE 

(State and Local) 

Planners and Engineers 

CITIZENS ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE 

Citizens from the  
study area 

SOUTH CAROLINA POLICY 
SUBCOMMITTEE 

Local Elected Officials 
Appointed Officials 

AUGUSTA PLANNING AND 
DEVELOPMENT DEPT. 
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PLANNING BOARDS – ARTS/MPO 

18 

What does ARTS do? 
Develops and implements the regional transportation planning 
 process. 

 Identify and evaluate alternative transportation improvement 
 options. 

Prepare and maintain a long-range transportation plan (LRTP). 

Develop a transportation improvement program (TIP). 

 Involve the public and other stakeholders in the transportation 
 planning process. 
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80% South Carolina & FHWA Planning 
Funds 
20% Aiken County Match 

80% Georgia & FHWA Planning 
Funds  
20% Local Match (in kind 
services)) 

80% Federal Transit Administration 
10% Georgia State Match  
10% Local Match (in kind services)  

Federal Transit Administration (GA) 

Georgia PL Funds 

South Carolina PL Funds 

Metropolitan Planning Organization Grants (FHWA and FTA) 2014 & 2015 

19 

$83,976 

$113,756 

$10,497 

$14,219 

$10,497 

$14,219 

FY
2014

FY
2015

$153,058 

$259,305 

$38,265 

$64,826 

FY
2014

FY
2015

$6,551 

$12,645 

$1,638 

$3,161 

FY
2014

FY
2015

$191,323 

$324,131 

$104,970 

$142,195 

$8,189 

$15,807 
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Category 2014 2015 

Site Plan Review $57,490  $53,025  

Special Use Permits $38,790  $42,300  

Subdivision Review $21,125  $0  

Zoning / Special Exceptions $42,000  $49,250  

Historic Preservation Review $7,175  $5,350  

BZA Variances $6,200  $16,751  

Manufactured Homes $3,880  $4,188  

Family Personal Care Homes $2,300 $53,818 

NPDES Revenue $4,824  $5,786  

Tree Bank $17,000  $7,200  

Tree Variance $600  $360  

Publications / Letters $4,632  $6,727  

IT Maps $310  $43  

GIS $0 $55 

Other $0 $55 

$0 $10,000 $20,000 $30,000 $40,000 $50,000 $60,000

2014 2015

$244,908   in 2015 
$206,326   in 2014 

Planning and Zoning Revenue for Fees/Permits 2014 and 2015 
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Planning Administrative Actions by Category  
2013 - 2015 
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Sp. Use Permit 
Site Plans 

Historical Preservation 
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Com. Man. Units 
Subdivision 

Fam PCH/Day Care 

Sp. Use Permit 
Site Plans 

Historical Preservation 
Manuf. Home 

Com. Man. Units 
Subdivision 

Fam PCH/Day Care 

Sp. Use Permit 
Site Plans 

Historical Preservation 
Manuf. Home 

Com. Man. Units 
Subdivision 

Fam PCH/Day Care 
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Annual Board and Commission Planning 
Actions by Category  

2013 - 2015 
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Tree Commission 
Riverfront Review 

Historic Preservation 
 Plan. Comm. Zoning 

BZA 
Tree Commission 
Riverfront Review 

Historic Preservation 
 Plan. Comm. Zoning 

BZA 
Tree Commission 
Riverfront Review 



Planning and Development Department 2015 Annual Report 23 

129 Submitted 
Site Plans in 2014 
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2013 2014 2015
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Note: Totals reflect unaudited revenue total 

Submitted Site Plans 
2015 - 139 
2014 - 129  
2013 - 118 
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19 Approved 
31 Submitted in 2014 
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*small subdivisions were handled 
administratively until about 4/2014 
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2015 - 23 
2014 - 19  
2013 - 24 
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Final Plats (with number of plats) 
2013 - 2015 

215 

101 

159 

Note: Final Plats accepted by Augusta Commission 
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Planning Commission Zoning Petitions by Category 
2013 - 2015 
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26 

Petitions 
2015 - 51  
2014 - 55 
2013 - 50 
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31 Zoning Appeals 
Cases in 2014 
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Annual Board of Zoning Appeals by Category  
2013 - 2015 

2013

2014

2015
29      Zoning Appeals Cases 2015 
30      Zoning Appeals Cases 2014 
107    Zoning Appeals Cases 2013 
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LICENSE AND PERMITTING 
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$4.712 
$5.449 $5.453 

$2.635 

$2.949 $3.199 

$2.763 

$2.781 $2.795 
$1.442 

$1.486 $1.478 $1.382 

$1.378 $1.237 $1.144 

$1.286 $1.217 
$0.586 

$0.666 $0.691 
$0.516 

$0.543 $0.594 
$0.032 

$0.046 $0.025 
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Licensing and Permitting Revenue 
2013 - 2015 

Misc. Fee

Mixed Drink

Rental Car

Transportation Fee

Permits Revenue

Alcohol License

Wholesale

Occupational Tax

Motel

Note: Totals reflect unaudited revenue total 

$15,211,093 $16,584,198 

29 

$16,687,147 
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Wholesale 
16.7% 

Motel 
32.7% 

Mixed Drink 
3.6% 

Rental Car 
4.1% Alcohol License 

8.9% 

Transportation Fee 
7.3% 

Misc. Fee 
0.1% 

Occupational Tax 
19.2% 

Permits Revenue 
7.4% 

Licensing and Permitting Revenue  
by category for January - 2015 

Note: Totals reflect unaudited revenue total 

Monthly revenue totals 
spike in the springtime 
for some categories.  
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New Business Licenses Issued Per Year 
2010 - 2015 

8,071 Business License Renewed (2015) 
+ 
1,022 New Business Licenses Issued (2015)  
9,093 Total Business License Issued 
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BUILDING INSPECTIONS & CODE ENFORCEMENT 



Planning and Development Department 2015 Annual Report 33 

10,967 

9,784 10,033 10,289 

9,422 

8,059 

0

2,000

4,000

6,000

8,000

10,000

12,000

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

N
um

be
r 

of
 C

on
st

ru
ct

io
n 

Pe
rm

it
s 

 

Year 

Construction Permits Issued Per Year 
2010 - 2015 

Presenter
Presentation Notes




Planning and Development Department 2015 Annual Report 

317 

18 

68 

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

Residential - Attached & Detached Apartments Commercial

N
um

be
r 

of
 C

on
st

ru
ct

io
n 

Pe
rm

it
s 

Type 

New Construction Permits 
Issued 2015 

34 



Planning and Development Department 2015 Annual Report 

397 

378 

374 

360

365

370

375

380

385

390

395

400

2013 2014 2015

N
um

be
r o

f C
er

tif
ic

at
es

 Is
su

ed
 

Year 

Number of Issued Certificates of Occupancy 
2013 - 2015 

Note: Certificates Issued by Licensing and Inspection 
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Note: Does not reflect total number of open cases 

2,900 
3,448 

2,872 

544 

885 2,233 

0

1,000

2,000

3,000

4,000

5,000

6,000

2013 2014 2015

Open Closed

Current Status of Code Enforcement Cases 
Opened from 2013 – 2015 

As of 2/1/2016 

3,444 

4,333 

5,105 
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Violation Cases by Type 
2013-2015 
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Code Enforcement Permitting Activities by Type 
2013-2015 
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Other Licensing and Inspection Activities by Type 
2013-2015 
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME 
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